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SINGAPORE BIENNALE 2011: 

OPEN HOUSE 

13 MARCH – 15 MAY 2011 

 

 

The third Singapore Biennale, entitled Open House, features 63 artists from 30 countries, with over 

half creating new commissions or premiering new works. Open House is presented across three main 

exhibition venues, each with its own particular character, that draw upon representative spaces in 

Singapore: Housing Development Board flats (Singapore Art Museum and 8Q), shopping centres and 

night markets (National Museum of Singapore), and international air and sea ports (Old Kallang 

Airport). 

In Singapore, during Hari Raya, Deepavali and Chinese New Year, people open their homes to others, 

inviting them to visit, eat and talk. This is not only a gesture of hospitality and goodwill but also an 

opportunity to reflect, negotiate and exchange. 

In the same way, Singapore Biennale has thrown open its doors to invite artists to Singapore to visit, 

create art and offer their own perspectives and creative approaches on ideas like culture, points of 

views, connections with others and moving across borders. 

Come explore these ideas with the artists at our Open House today!  
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National Museum of 

Singapore 
 

The National Museum of Singapore is historic museum that is located near the city, where familiar 

sights of shopping malls and night markets can be seen. The artworks placed here at this venue 

explore the idea of the development of the city, as well as the transformations and exchanges that 

occur within the city. 
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Let’s explore the artworks! 

Go to From Pak-kun, August 10, From Pak-kun, August 10, 2008, Hong Rub Khaek, 

Khaek and Māhākād, Navin Rawanchaikul, Lower Level Gallery  

 

Navin is an artist who was born in Thailand but of Indian ethnicity, which means that his ancestors 

were originally from India. Navin now lives in Thailand and Japan, and his art deals with his varied 

origins from different places.  

For the Singapore Biennale, Navin is showing a combination of a painting, a video and a collection 

of letters that he has written to his daughter when he was working overseas. All three individual 

pieces deal with the same issue of ethnic identity.  

1. Watch the video, read the letter and look at the painting. Do you think the artist is conflicted 

about his identity? Why?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. Do you think the people in the painting are conflicted about their identity? Why would you 

think so?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3. What is your identity? How would you identify yourself? Do you identify yourself by your 

nationality, religion or friends or something else? Write down your answer in the space 

below.  
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Go to Story Lines (New York Singapore Oct / Nov 10, Beat Streuli, Lower Level Gallery 

 

This space contains a video installation of photographs taken by an artist named Beat Streuli.  

4. After watching the video, do you recognise any of the areas seen in the background? List 

them down in the space below.  

 

 

 

5. Do you think the people in these photographs know that they are being photographed? How 

can you tell?  

 

 

 

The artist, Beat Steuli, likes taking photographs of people in crowded places when they are alone 

with their thoughts and feelings.  

6. What do you think the people in the photographs are thinking about? Write down how you 

think they are feeling and what they are thinking in the space below.  

 

   I think they are feeling... 

 

   I think they are thinking about... 
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Go to Spring and Autumn series, Mu Chen & Shao Yinong, Lower Level Gallery  

 

As you exit the room with Beat Streuli’s artwork, you will see some embroidered artworks in the 

space in front of you. These artworks are by a husband-and-wife team from China, Mu Chen and 

Shao Yinong.  

The artwork consists of embroideries of old dollar notes that are no longer in use, because the 

ruling power that created these currencies are no longer in power.  

7. Think about Singapore and our history of ruling power. Do you think Singapore has its own 

obsolete currency? Ask your friends or teacher!  

 

 

 

 

 

8. Look closely at the banknotes in this artwork. Can you tell that they were issued by different 

ruling powers? (Clue: Look closely at the people on the banknotes). Who do you think they 

are? 

 

 

 

During the Japanese Occupation of Singapore from 1942 – 1945, Imperial Japan issued a currency 

that was known as ‘banana money’. This note was used in Singapore, as well as other countries 

around the region that were occupied by Imperial Japan. The ‘banana money’ was almost 

worthless, as they did not have serial numbers.  

9. Why do you think having serial numbers on a banknote is important? (Clue: Think about how 

difficult it would be for people to create banknotes if they did not have serial numbers.)  

Did you know?  

¢ƘŜ Ψōŀƴŀƴŀ ƳƻƴŜȅΩ ǳǎŜŘ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ WŀǇŀƴŜǎŜ hŎŎǳǇŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ {ƛƴƎŀǇƻǊe is worthless in Singapore today. Think about the 

name of the note ς ǿƘȅ Řƻ ȅƻǳ ǘƘƛƴƪ ƛǘ ƛǎ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ Ψōŀƴŀƴŀ ƳƻƴŜȅΩΚ {ŜŀǊŎƘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƛƴǘŜǊƴŜǘ ŦƻǊ ŀƴ ƛƳŀƎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ƴƻǘŜΣ ŀƴŘ 

share with your friends and teachers what you think!  
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Go to Book: yet to decipher, Open invitation 1, Open invitation 2, and Steps of 

predicaments, Gigi Scaria, Lower Level Gallery  

 

Gigi Scaria is an artist whose work is influenced by the city he lives and works in, New Delhi, and is 

especially interested in the phenomenon and effects of rural-urban migration to the city.  

10. Look very carefully at the installation sculpture by this artist. What has the artist wanted the 

installation to resemble?  

                  ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛƴǎǘŀƭƭŀǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ ƻŦΧ  

 

 

The artist has observed that people who move to New Delhi from the countryside tend to live very 

differently from other people in the city.  

11. What kind of people do you think live in the apartments you see here? Are they rich or 

poor? Sad or happy? Why do you say so? 

                  I thiƴƪ ǘƘŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƭƛǾƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜǎŜ ŀǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘǎ ŀǊŜΧ  

 

 

 

 

12. What do you think the artist is trying to say about urban life today? (Clue: think about why 

he has made all the apartments look the same) 

                   L ǘƘƛƴƪ ǘƘŜ ŀǊǘƛǎǘ ƛǎ ǘǊȅƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǎŀȅΧ  
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Go to flora and fauna outgrowing the future, one giant great flood 2050, up and 

down the river: migration of the fish and stored in a jar: monsoon, drowning fish, 

colour of water, and the floating world, Tiffany Chung, Lower Level Gallery  

Look carefully at the models in this installation. The artist, Tiffany Chung has built these models 

because she was inspired by floating markets in Thailand. The artist thinks that these floating 

cities would be a good solution to the rising sea levels and global warming.  

13. Would you like to live in such a city, where food can be grown by farmers without harming 

the environment?  Why? 

 

 

 

 

 

14. Look closely at the maps that Tiffany has created for her installation. Do they look like any 

maps that you have seen before? What is so different about them?  

    The maps are different because...  

 

 

 

 

 

15. Why do you think the artist has chosen to create such unusual maps?  
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Go to Compound, Sopheap Pich, Level 1  (Rotunda)  

 

As you are leaving the National Museum of Singapore, you will see a huge sculpture by the artist 

Sopheap Pich near the entrance of the museum.  

Sopheap Pich is an artist from Cambodia who uses materials that can be found easily in the 

Cambodian countryside, such as bamboo and rattan, in his sculptures. 

16. Look closely his sculptures and their shapes. What do you think his sculptures resemble?  

                His sculptures resembleΧ  

 

 

 

 

17. Read the youth wall text that is located near his artwork. Why do you think the artist has 

chosen to use these particular materials in his artwork? How do you think he feels about 

urban development?  

                 L ǘƘƛƴƪ ƘŜ Ƙŀǎ ǳǎŜŘ ōŀƳōƻƻ ŀƴŘ Ǌŀǘǘŀƴ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜΧ  

 

 

 

 

18. Can you think of an organic (natural) material that can be easily found in Singapore that you 

can use to create a sculpture? Write down your ideas in the space below as well as the 

reason why you have decided to choose these materials.  
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Think about it!  

 

After visiting the Singapore Biennale at National Museum...  

 

What was your favourite artwork here? What did you like about it? Write down the artist’s name 

and title of the artwork below, and the reasons why you like it.  Try sketching it out! 
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National Museum of Singapore – Suggested Answers 
 

1. No, the artist is not conflicted about his identity. This is because the artist is trying to say 

that even though he is ethnically Indian, he and the other people depicted in the paintings 

and video identify themselves as being Thai, even though they might not look like a typical 

Thai person. He is also trying to remind visitors that we are all essentially part of the human 

race, no matter what ethnicity we belong to.  

2. No, they are not conflicted about their identity because they are depicted as looking happy 

and comfortable.  

3. {ǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎ ƻǿƴ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎŜΦ 

4. Woodlands Checkpoint, Toa Payoh Central, Ang Mo Kio.  

5.  No, they do not know they are being photographed as they are not looking at the camera, 

and they have unguarded expressions on their faces.  

6. {ǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ ƻǿƴ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎŜΦ {ǳƎƎŜǎǘƛƻƴǎΥ L ǘƘƛƴƪ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ŦŜŜƭƛƴƎ ƭƻƴŜƭȅΣ ƛƴǘǊƻǎǇŜŎǘƛǾŜΣ ŘƛǎǘǊŀŎǘŜŘΣ 

immersed in their thoughts etc.  

7. Yes, Singapore has its own obsolete currency. The Japanese government-issued dollar in 

aŀƭŀȅŀΣ ƻǊ ōŀƴŀƴŀ ƳƻƴŜȅΣ ŀǎ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀƭƭȅ ƪƴƻǿƴΣ ǿŀǎ {ƛƴƎŀǇƻǊŜΩǎ ƻǿƴ ŎǳǊǊŜƴŎȅ ŦǊƻƳ ŀ 

different political era during World War II when Singapore was occupied by Japan. 

8. The people on these banknotes were former leaders of the countries featured on the 

bankotes, such as Chiang Kai Shek from Taiwan, Ho Chi Min from Vietnam etc. These people 

are no longer ruling these countries; hence these banknotes were issued by different ruling 

powers.  

9. Having serial numbers on banknotes prevents people from counterfeiting money easily.  

10. The installation is of a block of apartments/flats.  

11. {ǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ ƻǿƴ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎŜΦ {ǳƎƎŜǎǘƛƻƴΥ L ǘƘƛƴƪ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ǇƻƻǊ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ƭƛving in very 

small apartment blocks, and I think they feel sad because their apartments look very boring, 

featureless and homogenous.  

12. I think the artist is trying to say that urbanisation has made city life anonymous and 

homogenous ς there are no more distinctive features in the city, there is loss of colour and 

cultures etc.  

13. {ǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ ƻǿƴ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎŜΦ ¸ŜǎΣ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ L ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ƭƛǾŜ ƛƴ ǎǳŎƘ ŀ Ŏƛǘȅ because it is both 

beautiful and functional ς the city will be able to produce its own food without harming the 

environment and causing further damage. 
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14. The maps are unusual or different because they are not printed on paper, but are instead 

sewn on with sequins, thread, beads, and embroidery. They also have no legends or keys to 

indicate landmarks or geographical features, and no words or numbers either. The maps are 

also sewn and drawn on canvas and tracing paper, which is an unusual material for maps to 

be created from.  

15. {ǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ ƻǿƴ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎŜΦ {ǳƎƎŜǎǘƛƻƴΥ L ǘƘƛƴƪ ǘƘŜ ŀǊǘƛǎǘ Ƙŀǎ ŎƘƻǎŜƴ ǘƻ ŎǊŜŀǘŜ ǎǳŎƘ ǳƴǳǎǳŀƭ 

maps because in the future, countries will not have defined borders, or because she feels 

that maps do not just have to be factual but beautiful as well, etc.  

16. His sculptures resemble a city skyline. 

17. I think he has used rattan and bamboo because they are readily available materials found in 

the countryside of Cambodia, and they can be used not just functionally (for example, for 

furniture), but aesthetically, for sculptures. Rattan and bamboo are also organic materials 

that are at risk of being depleted because of urban development.  

The artist feels strongly against urban development and the building of such tall skyscrapers 

in the cities in Cambodia ς he feels that Cambodia is being developed at the cost of its 

natural landscape, for example with natural lakes being filled in because of mining.  

 

 


