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SINGAPORE BIENNALE 2011: 

OPEN HOUSE 

13 MARCH – 15 MAY 2011 

 

 

The third Singapore Biennale, entitled Open House, features 63 artists from 30 countries, with over 

half creating new commissions or premiering new works. Open House is presented across three main 

exhibition venues, each with its own particular character, that draw upon representative spaces in 

Singapore: Housing Development Board flats (Singapore Art Museum and 8Q), shopping centres and 

night markets (National Museum of Singapore), and international air and sea ports (Old Kallang 

Airport). 

In Singapore, during Hari Raya, Deepavali and Chinese New Year, people open their homes to others, 

inviting them to visit, eat and talk. This is not only a gesture of hospitality and goodwill but also an 

opportunity to reflect, negotiate and exchange. 

In the same way, Singapore Biennale has thrown open its doors to invite artists to Singapore to visit, 

create art and offer their own perspectives and creative approaches on ideas like culture, points of 

views, connections with others and moving across borders. 

Come explore these ideas with the artists at our Open House today!  
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OLD KALLANG AIRPORT 
 

Opened in 1937 as Singapore’s first civil airport, Old Kallang Airport is now re-opened to the public 

as one of the venues for showing contemporary art at the Singapore Biennale 2011. The works 

placed here talk about ideas of movement, both physically as well as across borders or between 

cultures, and thus offering new perspective and insight.  
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Let’s explore the artworks! 

Go to Double Up, Michael Beutler, Terminal Building Level 1  

 

The artist manufactured the pipes in this installation using tools that he also created himself. The 

artist was inspired by the industrial nature of the Old Kallang Airport, due to the ‘raw’ feel of the 

space when he visited the site a few months before the Biennale. The work that you see here is a 

direct response to the industrial nature of the space.  

1. Look carefully at the different parts of the tools and machines that are on display here. Can 

you identify any individual parts? List three different parts that you see here.  

 

 

 

 

 

This artwork is also an example of a site specific installation.  

An often distinguishing trait of an art Biennale, in particular the Singapore Biennale, is that there 

are site-specific art installations created based on the exhibition venue, such as the Old Kallang 

Airport.  

A site specific installation makes use of the unique characteristics of that particular space to 

respond to, or even challenge the original use or purpose of that space.  

2. Now that you’ve learned what a site-specific installation is, can you find any other site-

specific installations around the Old Kallang Airport? See if you can identify at least 5 of 

them and write down how these artworks respond to Old Kallang Airport’s history and 

original purpose here in the space below. 
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Go to Work No. 112: Thirty-nine metronomes beating time, one at every speed by 

Martin Creed, Terminal Building Level 2  

 

A metronome is any device that produces regular, ticking beats, and is often used by people 

playing the piano to keep time. By using wooden metronomes in this artwork, the artist Martin 

Creed has created a soundtrack (recorded sound accompaniment to a film) for the terminal 

building of the Old Kallang Airport.  

Contemporary art pieces do not just require the audience’s sense of sight to look at the artwork – 

sometimes, other senses such as the sense of smell and hearing are also required to respond to an 

artwork.  

3. Listen closely to the sound of the metronome. What does the sound remind you of? Are the 

sounds coming from all the metronomes you see here the same? How are they different 

from each other?  

 

 

 

 

4. Can you think of any unusual devices besides a metronome that can be used to create a 

soundtrack for a gallery space or a museum? Write them down in the space below. 

 

 

 

 

 

Did you know?  

There is another artwork displayed at the Old Kallang Airport that also makes use of sound or noise, more specifically, the 

sound of flamenco dance steps. This artwork can be found in the terminal building as well. Do you know which artwork it 

is, and who the artist is? Look around the terminal building to find out and tell your friends!  
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Go to Frost Drawing for Kallang Airport, Gosia Wlodarczak, Glass Panel, Terminal 

Building Level 2 

 

Instead of drawing on canvas or paper, artist Gosia Wlodarczak draws on glass so that visitors can 

see her drawings on both sides of the panel, whichever side you are standing at.  

The artist thinks that it is very important to remember everything that happens in our lives, so she 

has drawn down everything she had seen and experienced while she was at the Old Kallang 

Airport – from the buildings and nature around her, to the people she talked to while she was 

creating her drawings.  

The artist has described her practice as an “urge to build a big library of time passing” – it is an 

attempt to document every moment of her life, and she would like to communicate to visitors 

that even though it might be impossible to document and remember everything in your life, it is 

worth a try because life is precious.  

5. Spend a few minutes looking at this artwork. What can you tell about this artist’s 

observations? What do you think she had seen and experienced at Old Kallang Airport?  

 

 

 

 

 

6. Imagine if you were to try to document every moment in your life. Would that be possible? 

Do you think it be helpful or fruitful? Why?   

 

 

 

 

 

 

7. How would you document the important moments in your life? Would you choose to draw 

them, like what this artist has done, or would you use some other form of documentation? 

Write your answer down in the space below. 
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Go to Be True To Your School, Song-Ming Ang, Terminal Building Level 2  

 

In this video artwork, the artist Song-Ming has filmed several people singing their school song.  

8. Watch the video. Do you remember your school song? How often do you sing it? Do you 

think you will be able to sing it or remember it when you grow up?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

9. Why do you think schools make their students sing the school song? Are there any 

important messages in the song for the students to remember? Try remembering the words 

of your school song and write down what messages you think are in your school song. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

10. The artist has chosen people who have graduated from their schools to sing their former 

school songs. Why do you think he has done so? Do you think it is important for these 

people to remember the words and the melody to their former school song? Why? 
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Go to Proposed Helsinki Garden at the Singapore Biennale, Martha Rosler, Garden in 

front of Terminal Building  

 

As you leave the terminal building of Old Kallang Airport, visit the garden in the space in front of 

the terminal building.  

11. Describe what you see. Do you think this is an artwork? Explain why. 

 

 

 

 

 

An artwork need not be a painting, drawing, or a sculpture displayed in the galleries. In the case of 

this artwork by American artist Martha Rosler, it is a living artwork made of plants that change 

over time as they grow.  

12. Can you find another artwork around Old Kallang Airport that is made of a different material 

that is not usually used for art-making, for example, using objects that have been discarded 

or abandoned? Write down the name of the artwork and the artist who made it.  

(Clue: This artwork can be found at the Mezzanine level of the West Block.)  

 

 

13. If you were to make an artwork using different and unique materials that are not usually 

used for art-making, what would you use and what kind of artwork would it be? Sketch out 

your unique artwork in the space below! 

 

 

Sketch here! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Title of artwork:________________________________________________ 

Unique material(s) used:________________________________________________ 
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Go to German Barn, Elmgreen & Dragset, Hangar 

 

As you exit the terminal building, walk left towards the huge building on your left. This used to be 

the hangar of the Old Kallang Airport where planes were stored when they were not in use.  

The artwork displayed here is an example of a site-specific installation artwork, where the artwork 

has been created to fit a particular space or environment.    

14. Look at the artwork. What does it look like to you? Write down your answer. 

 

 

 

 

 

Having a traditional German barn that is usually found in the European countryside installed in an 

urban city state like Singapore is rather odd, and the barn structure contrasts greatly with the 

space it is installed in, which is a disused hangar that was used to store airplanes. 

15. Imagine if this artwork was displayed in a museum in Europe. Would this work still have the 

same impact on you? Why?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Did you know?  

There is a building in Singapore near the Four Seasons Hotel whose architectural style and colours are similar to this 

artwork, German Barn. Do you know the name of that building? Try locating it! 
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Barn structures do not traditionally exist in Singapore, not even before Singapore was urbanised 

into the city state that she is now.  

16. Why do you think the artists have chosen to build a traditional German barn in an old hanger 

in Singapore? What do you think they are trying to tell you? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The artists’ works often challenge people’s assumptions of the places and spaces around them, 

and what they might find in such places. For example, in 2005, the artists built a permanent 

installation sculpture of a luxury brand boutique store in the Texan desert called Prada Marfa. 

17. Think about an iconic Singaporean building or structure, and imagine if you were to 

transport this building/structure to a very different environment, one which you would 

never imagine it to be located in. What building/structure would you choose and which 

environment would you want it to be in? 
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Go to Self Portrait, Our Landscape, West Block  

 

This artwork, Self Portrait, Our Landscape, is a project created by Matthew Ngui, the Artistic 

Director of Singapore Biennale 2011. In this project, over 3,000 students from more than 40 

primary and secondary schools have created their self-portraits without drawing their faces. 

Instead, they have carefully thought about the important things in their lives that define them, 

and drawn them down to represent themselves.  

18. Look at the self-portraits on display. Choose your favourite portrait and write down why you 

like it.  

 

 

 

 

 

19. Look closely at the portraits – notice that there are some common objects found across 

some of the self portraits. List down 3 common objects you can find below.  

 

 

 

20. Try your hand at drawing your own Self-Portrait, Our Landscape! Think about the important 

things in your life that define you, and draw them as your self-portrait below – remember 

you cannot draw your face!  

 
Draw your self-portrait here! 
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Go to Imminent Departure, Lisa Raskin, West Block Mezzanine  

 

Lisi Raskin is an American artist who often uses discarded building materials to create installations 

that look like playful and colourful stage sets (sets used in the theatre), and she deliberately 

creates installations that look  “low tech and DIY”.  

21. Can you identify some of these discarded building materials that have been used in Raskin’s 

installation? What are they? Write them down in the space below. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

22. Imagine you are writing a play, with your actors playing out characters and scenarios using 

Lisa Rashkin’s artwork you see here as a stage backdrop. What kind of play would you write? 

What story would it be and what kind of characters would you have? Use your imagination 

and write a summary of the kind of story that will be suitable to be played in this backdrop! 
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Go to Contraband, Taryn Simon, West Block Level 2  

                  

      

In this particular installation, American artist Taryn Simon took photographs of contraband items 

that were taken at the John F. Kennedy International Airport in New York over a series of 5 days in 

November 2009. A contraband item is something that is illegal to possess, as well as to import into 

or export from a country. These items were seized from passengers as well as express mail 

entering the United States from abroad. 

23. Take a look at the objects in the photographs displayed in this artwork. Are there any objects 

that you are surprised to find listed as contraband? What are they? Do you agree that they 

should not be brought into the country?  

 

 

 

 

 

24. Do you think that these items will be prohibited from entering Singapore as well? Why?  

 

 

Different countries have different policies on contraband items entering or leaving the soil. For 

example, Australia is extremely strict with anyone bringing in any item with any plant or animal 

material, due to concerns about the fragility of its ecosystem.  

25. What are some other reasons you can think of that countries might have in banning certain 

items such as fake electronic goods, plants, weapons and so on? 
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26. Take a look at the pictures above. Why do you think these items have been prohibited? 

(Clue: Think of what the customs are trying to protect.)  

 

Lost TV Series 
(Pirated) 

I think that this item is prohibited because... 

Toy 
(Counterfeit) 

I think that this item is prohibited because... 

Knife 

I think that this item is prohibited because... 

Plant 

I think that this item is prohibited because... 

 

 

27. This artwork deals with the idea of contraband. Are there any items that are contraband in 

your school? What are these items? Why do you think the school has banned these items?  

 

 

 

 

Did you know?  

Singapore prohibits the entry of certain items and substances, including drugs, firecrackers, cigarette lighters, revolvers, 

and endangered species of wildlife, toy currency notes and more. Search on the internet to find out the rest of the items 

that Singapore prohibits!  
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Go to Behold, Sheela Gowda, East Block Level 1  

 

28. Look closely at the materials used to make this installation (do not read the wall text!). What 

materials do you think this artwork is made of? Do you find this material unusual? Why? 
 

 

Contemporary artists sometimes choose to use specific materials in their artworks in order to 

make a statement through their art.  

29. Why do you think the artist has chosen to use this particular material for her artwork? Do 

you think this material has any significance to the artwork? Read the wall text for further 

information, and write your answers down in the space below.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

30. Do you know of any local rituals or practices that ward off bad luck or accidents? Write them 

down in the space below!  
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Go to Through A Glass Darkly, Charles Sandison, East Block Level 1  

 

This artwork by Charles Sandison is an example of a digital video installation, where he has used a 

computer programme to create moving words that interact with people when they come into the 

room, as well as with the objects that are already in the room.  

31. What are some of the words that you can make out in this installation? List 5 of them below.  

1. 

2.  

3. 

4. 

5. 

 

32. Look at the way the words flow, fall and move. What do these moving words remind you of?  

        The moving words remind me of...  

 

 

 

 

33. Try standing in the middle of this installation and look at how the words are falling on your 

skin, your clothes and your body. What kind of effect does it have on you? How does it make 

you feel? 

 

Did you know?  

The artist is trying to use something that is digital and manufactured, like the pixellated words you see here, to mimic the 

movements of something organic and natural, like the movements of flowers and grass swaying, or the way a river flows.  
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Go to Office Orchitect, Michael Lee, East Block Mezzanine  

 

Local artist Michael Lee has created what he has called ‘a mad architect’s studio’ for his 

installation at the East Block, where his installation is an interpretation of a mad architect’s vision 

of the world.  

34. Look around this studio. Michael Lee has been exploring the idea of urban memory and 

imagination in his artistic practice over the past 10 years. Do any of the buildings look 

familiar to you? Sketch out two that look familiar and write down what they remind you of.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

35. Do you think being Singaporean has influenced the artist’s interest in ‘lost’ buildings in 

Singapore? Why is that so? Write down what you think in the space below. 
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Think about it!  

 

After visiting the Old Kallang Airport... 

 

Now that you have finished viewing all the art pieces, think about all the art pieces that you have 

just looked at. What was your favourite art piece? Write down the title of the artwork and the 

name of the artists, or draw it down in the space below!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Do you think the history of the Old Kallang Airport adds to the uniqueness of the space, or changes 

or affects the way you interpret an artwork?  

For example, what did you feel when you encounter the art installation by the artist duo Elmgreen 

and Dragset at the hangar? Does its history as a space for parking airplanes have any impact on 

your impression of the artwork? Write your reflections in the space below. 
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Old Kallang Airport – Suggested Answers 

1. Plywood, metal pipes, foam, roller blade wheels etc.  

2. A.  Elmgreen and Dragset, German Barn – challenges the Hangar’s previous function as a 

space to park airplanes by placing a Barn that is completely out of place in this space 

B. Gosia Wlodarczak, Frost Drawing for Kallang Airport – the artist has recorded experiences 

of being at Old Kallang Airport, including the people she met while creating the artwork   

C. Martha Rosler - Proposed Helsinki Garden at the Singapore Biennale ς  creating the garden 

space in front of the terminal building  

D. Arin Rungjang - Unequal Exchange/ꞈNꞈo Exchange Can Be Unequal, exchange of furniture 

by the Thai migrant community mirrors the exchange of objects across national boundaries 

at the airport  

E. John Low – Skying, the Singapore River as a subject of the installation, with the River’s 

history as an important site of trade and exchange of goods, movement across water bodies  

F. Lisi Raskin – Imminent Departure – sculptures in her space resemble abstract airplanes.  

3. Students’ own response. Suggestions: Clocks. The sounds from the metronomes are the 

same, except that they are beating at different rhythms.  

4. Students’ own response. Suggestions: Ringing phones, construction noises, everyday sounds 

like cars honking, etc.  

5. She has drawn the people she has seen while at Old Kallang Airport – for example the faces 

and shoes of these people, and has layered these drawings over one another.  

6. Students’ own response. It would be helpful or fruitful because it is important to remember 

significant events in our lives, and the people we meet over the course of our lives.  

7. Students’ own response. Suggestions: keeping a writing or sketch journal, taking 

photographs etc.  

8. Students’ own response.  

9. Students’ own response. Suggestions: being a good student and citizen, serving the school 

with duty etc.  

10. Students’ own response. Suggestions: It is important for students to sing their school songs 

because it fosters a school spirit or pride/ it lets them learn their school values through the 

lyrics, etc. 
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11. A round garden with plants arranged in a round space, with suitcases on a bench, white 

birdcages, benches with umbrellas that have hanging mobiles etc. Students’ own response. 

Yes, it is an artwork because the artist has chosen work together with various communities 

to plant a special selection of plants and flowers at the garden, and has placed several 

sculptures in the form of suitcases and birdcages to complement the garden space.  

12. Lisi Raskin, Imminent Departure  

13. Students’ own response.  

14. It looks like a German Barn, but in the vein of old Tudor-style houses from Singapore.  

15. No – because it would have been taken out of its original (strange) context of being placed 

inside the Hangar at the Old Kallang Airport.  

16. The artists are trying to get visitors to look at the space – which is the hangar – differently by 

juxtaposing the Barn inside the hangar space.  

17. Students’ own response. Suggestions: Chinatown shophouses being transposed to the 

Australian Outback, or the Saharan desert.  

18. Students’ own response. 

19. McDonalds, Facebook, MSN, iPods/iPhones, family members etc.  

20. Students’ own response (sketch).  

21. Doorframes, electric lights.  

22. Students’ own response. Suggestions: A comedy / fantasy involving colourful characters who 

are small because the artwork seems very out-of-this-world / futuristic, and the exit and 

entry points of the space are very small. 

23. Students’ own response. Suggestions: Plants, because they do not seem dangerous or 

harmful.  

24. Students’ own response. Suggestions: No, because Singapore does not have an agricultural 

society.  

25. Students’ own response. Suggestions: Countries ban fake electronic goods because they 

harm the industries and companies that produce the genuine electronic goods; countries 

ban meat from entering their countries because of the fear of hormone-contaminated meat 

and so on.  

26. A. I think the pirated TV series is prohibited because it is affects the various industries that 

produce and are affected by movies detrimentally, such as cinemas.  

B. I think the fake toy is prohibited because it affects the companies that produce the 

genuine toys detrimentally, as they do not profit from the sale of the fake toys.  
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C. I think the knife is prohibited because it is a dangerous weapon.  

D. I think the plant is prohibited because it might contain diseases that may spread to the 

native plants of the country that it is being brought into. 

27. Students’ own response. For example, a school may ban mobile phones because it is a 

distraction during lessons.  

28. Human hair and car bumpers. Yes, it is unusual because hair and car bumpers are not 

common materials used in creating artworks. 

29. The artist has chosen to use these particular materials because they have special significance 

in Southern Indian culture ( she is from Bangalore), where people tie locks of hair to car 

bumpers in order to prevent accidents and ward off bad fortune.  

30. Students’ own response. Suggestions: during Chinese New Year, people often eat yusheng to 

bring good fortune in the coming year; people also do not sweep the house during the first 

day of Chinese New Year as this is believed to cause bad luck, by sweeping good luck away, 

etc.  

31. Envy, rage, love, desire, empty, kosong, etc.  

32. Students’ own response. Suggestions: Falling rain, waterfalls, falling leaves from trees, etc.  

33. Students’ own response. Suggestion: Relaxed, happy and calm, because the words are 

flowing in a very natural and organic way on the wall.  

34. Students’ own response. 

35. Students’ own response. Yes, being Singaporean has had an influence on the artist’s interest 

in lost buildings because of the extremely fast pace of urban development in Singapore.  

 


